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AirAsia Japan Announces Changes in Executive Leadership  
 

Tokyo/Nagoya, 01 December 2015 – AirAsia Japan today announced their board of directors 

have appointed Takashi Ide as Representative Director and President, Osamu Hata as Chief 

Executive Officer and Masakazu Arimori as Chief Financial Officer.  

On the new appointments, Tony Fernandes, Group CEO of AirAsia said, “Hata-san’s business 

acumen and Arimori-san’s sound expertise in cost control and capital allocation under Ide-san’s 

guidance puts AirAsia Japan in the best position to deliver on its mission to revolutionize air travel 

in Japan and maintain the highest level of safety.” 

“Takashi Ide needs no introduction in the aviation industry and we are excited to have someone 

of his caliber lead the team at AirAsia Japan, especially in building stronger relationships with the 

JCAB and other key regulatory stakeholders,” said Hiroshi Mikitani, Chairman and CEO of Rakuten 

and member of the Board of Directors for AirAsia Japan. 

Ide, the former Chairman of the Board of Skymark Airlines brings with him extensive industry 

experience and a wealth of knowledge on the Japanese aviation market. Hata joined AirAsia Japan 

in 2013 and previously held the position of Chief Financial Officer. Arimori is another industry 

veteran, previously serving as President and COO of Skymark Airlines.  

Yoshinori Odagiri, previous Representative Director and Chief Executive Officer will remain with 

the company in an advisory role.  
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About the AirAsia Group 

 

AirAsia, the leading and largest low-cost carrier in Asia, services the most extensive network with 
over 100 destinations. Within 14 years of operations, AirAsia has carried over 300 million guests 
and grown its fleet from just two aircraft to over 170. The airline is proud to be a truly Asean 
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) airline with established operations based in Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines and India, servicing a network stretching across all Asean 
countries and beyond. AirAsia was named the World’s Best Low Cost Airline in the annual World 
Airline Survey by Skytrax for seven consecutive years from 2009 – 2015. AirAsia is the first airline 
globally to collaborate with INTERPOL to implement the I-Checkit system to screen the passports 
of all its prospective passengers against information contained in the world police body’s Stolen 
and Lost Travel Documents (SLTD) database. 
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